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Purpose and intended audience of this document: 

• Intended audience: B Tech, M Tech, and PhD students of EEE, IIT G. 

• Purpose: 

o To make students aware of the definition of academic malpractice, of which plagiarism is a major part. 

o IIT G’s Student code of conduct specifies that "Grounds of Disciplinary Proceedings" include "Academic 

Malpractices", which include "Plagiarism in any form."
1
 It defines several instances of academic 

malpractice; however, it does not define plagiarism well. 

o Students submitting certain reports, such as theses, will be asked to sign an acknowledgement stating 

that they have read this document and declare that they have not committed plagiarism. 

 

What is academic malpractice? 

• Unfair or dishonest boosting or attempted boosting of one’s academic credentials, e.g.: 

o Cheating in exams, assignments, reports. 

o Tampering with academic evaluations, or committing forgery on recommendations etc. 

o Misrepresenting yourself on resumes and interviews. 

• In exams, academic malpractice can be: 

o Using unauthorized study material or aid. For example, using notes in “closed book” (default) exam, or 

programmable calculators without explicit permission. 

o Taking unauthorized help from another person, copying from another person, or giving such 

unauthorized help with the intent of securing an unfair advantage. 

o Tampering with exam evaluations or grades. 

o Note: Please refer to the student code of conduct
1
 for a more comprehensive list of malpractices. 

• In assignments, reports, and theses, academic malpractice can be: 

o Plagiarism in any form on assignments. 

o Fabricating data or other facts. 

 

What is plagiarism? 

• Giving an impression that someone else’s work is yours, or not giving due credit. 

• Use, without proper quotation or citation, of someone else’s work, e.g.: 

o Ideas, opinions, and interpretation, 

o Discovered or compiled facts and results, or 

o Figures and tables. 

 

When is quotation required? 

• Someone’s written or spoken words, especially anything longer than a few consecutive words, if repeated 

without paraphrasing (verbatim), should be enclosed in quotes, and the source acknowledged using a citation. 

• Terms that are commonly used in the field need not be enclosed in quotes. 

• If the original content is paraphrased significantly (not just changing and rearranging a few words), it need not 

be included in quotation marks. However, the source should still be acknowledged using proper citation. 

 

What are some examples of proper and improper quotation and citation? 

• General guidelines on what constitutes improper citation or quotation: 

o Verbatim copying of sentences (with at most a few words changed) without including them in quotation 

marks and without citing their reference source very near the point of insertion (copy-paste). 

o Figures copied and pasted without citing the source very near the point of insertion. 
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o Copying equations and derivations (as images or by retyping and making trivial changes to variable 

names), without citing the source very near the point of insertion. 

o Copying other material, such as list of references, tables, results etc. without citing the source very near 

the point of insertion. 

o Paraphrasing ideas, summaries, analyses etc. from another source without citation to give an impression 

that these were your original thoughts. 

• Example 1 – When citation and quotation is required: 

o When original text introduced an idea which was not common knowledge. E.g. the following text 

appeared in article titled “Textural Features for Image Classification”, by R. M. Harlick, K. Shanmugam, 

and I. Dinstein, in IEEE Transactions on System, Man, and Cybernetics, Volume 3, Number 6, in Nov 

1973, on pages 610-621.: 

The reason is that in one important sense, texture is independent of tone. 

o Proper quotation and citation: 

Haralick et. al. reach the conclusion that “texture is independent of tone,” [14] which makes 

intuitive sense. 

… 

[14] Harlick, R. M., Shanmugam, K., and Dinstein, I., “Textural Features for Image Classification”, 

        IEEE Transactions on System, Man, and Cybernetics, 3(6), Nov 1973, pp 610-621. 

o Improper quotation – few successive words used verbatim without quotation marks: 

Haralick et. al. reach the conclusion that texture is independent of tone [14], which makes 

intuitive sense. 

… 

[14] Harlick, R. M., Shanmugam, K., and Dinstein, I., “Textural Features for Image Classification”, 

        IEEE Transactions on System, Man, and Cybernetics, 3(6), Nov 1973, pp 610-621. 

o Proper paraphrasing with citation that does not require quotation: 

Haralick et. al. reach the conclusion that texture and tone are unrelated entities [14], which 

makes intuitive sense. 

… 

[14] Harlick, R. M., Shanmugam, K., and Dinstein, I., “Textural Features for Image Classification”, 

        IEEE Transactions on System, Man, and Cybernetics, 3(6), Nov 1973, pp 610-621. 

o Improper citation – no reference number close to the idea used, even if the source was 

acknowledged: 

Haralick et. al. reach the conclusion that texture and tone are unrelated entities, which makes 

intuitive sense. 

… 

[14] Harlick, R. M., Shanmugam, K., and Dinstein, I., “Textural Features for Image Classification”, 

        IEEE Transactions on System, Man, and Cybernetics, 3(6), Nov 1973, pp 610-621. 

o Note: Please check the reference style with whomever you are submitting your report to. Here, we show 

IEEE format for convenience. 

   

• Example 2 – When citation is not required: 

o Following ideas do not require citation, because they are common knowledge or appears in multiple 

sources: 

� Fishes live in water. 

� Neural networks are widely used in adaptive control systems. 

 

Can one reuse her/his own work freely? 

• The simple answer is: no, if the work has been published or submitted before. Only original private, unrecorded 

thoughts may be freely reused. 

• This means that you cannot submit the same work on assignments/report in two different courses, or two 

different conferences etc. You must treat your own submitted/published work as you would someone else’s for 

proper citation and quotation. 


